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Depends.I'm64 andfit their demographic perfectly.
I‘mgoingto go450 mphand if this thing scaresthe
s**t out of me.Iwant adiaper on! Ithought it was
agreatsell,but it didn’twork. I'vebeenalloverthe
gamut pushingthis thing. but [nobody has] hit.

HRM]HaveyoutriedaKickstaroerorsimilar
crowd-fundingprogram?
01'] Ididawhole Kickstarterdealandwegained
$40,000 inthefirst twoweeks.andthen it flattened
out.Weweregivingawaya lotof stuff.eventhe nam‑
ing rightsto the car.Inhindsight. it probablywasn't
averygood ideabecauseweweregivingalotaway
for notenoughmoneyto finishthe project.but it
wasgoingto get usalot fartherdownthe road.We
stilldon‘t haveamajorsponsor.sothere's32feet of
signage availableonthe sideof thiscar.

HRM]Howmuchdoyouneedtoget it to
Bonneville?
[ I f ] Weneed$350000 fromthis point on.We're
notgoingto makeany money.andthat's notgoing
tocovermeinanyway.but that'll get myguysthere.
IfigureSpeedweekwill cost $25grand in towing.
fuel.hotels for enough people.et cetera.Foran FIA
event.it'sgoingto take12to ISpeopleto turn this
thingaround inonehour,becauseyou haveto have
twoguysonfuel sinceyou're goingto use60 gal‑
lonsof fuel to gofivemiles.Thenat leasttwo guys
onengines pullingsparkplugs.adjustingthevalves.
changingthe oil inbothdry-sump tanks.checkingthe
oilpansto makesurethere's nonitro inthem...soit
addsup prettyquick.Speedweek won't bethat bad.
Idon't evenplanonrunningthat fast,just goupand
makelaps.Ihaveto doprobably threelapsbefore
SCTAwill evenletmegofast.tomakesurethe car's
safeand it steersandturns.Iwant thefirst passto be
400 mph,but...it'sgoing to betempting since I'mnot
thesmartestguyintheworldandmashin'it iswhat
Iliketo do.Andwith theseengines. there'snowater
inthemsoyou haveto runthemfull throttle toget
enoughfuel through themto keepthemcool.Sowe'll
runfull throttle to maybethe three‐milemark,maybe
only thetwo-mile mark.untilthey give ustheOK.

HRM]What'stheultimategoalwiththecar?
DT] Speed Demon.Yougotta beatSpeed Demon’s
439-mph record.We'reindifferentclasses.butat
the endof the day Iwant to leavethere beingthe
baddestguy. Iwant that HOTRODTopTime trophy.
Look.the hair’sstandinguponmyarmagain! This
year at Speedweek.I‘mnotshootingfor that. I've

Mick?! Thom _
Amour: SPECIAL“.

beenupside‐downtheregoing really fast.and Iknow
it canbiteyou really bad,sowe‘rejust goingto sneak
upon It.If wegotfivelapsduringSpeedweek, I'dbe
pretty happy.Threeweeks later,wecangobackfor
the USFRAmeet.andthen the weekafter that isthe
CookFIAshootout.then threeweeksafter that we
got the WorldFinals.Inatwo-monthspan.you got
your wholeyear.andif you don't get it bythen you
haveto wait till nextyear.

HRM]Howwasyour relationshipwithyourdad
overtheyears?
DT] Itwent backandforth.Heraisedmeto belike
him.soIwasequallyashard-headedashewas.and
the racingdealwas alwaysthe issuebecausehe
wouldn't let merace.lwasreallyclosetogoingto
Indy. IhadwonanSCCAFormulaAtlantic champion‑
shipandwassecondinSuperVee,soIwasgettingall
that kindof experienceandhadachanceto go to the
speedway.but hedidn'twant meto gothere.Davy
McDonaldgot killed in1964drivingfor mydad.and
hedidallsortsof things to stop mefromgoing,but
rightthereat theendhecameto meandaskedme
to drivethis car.

HRM]Didyouevergo to Indywithyour dadas
a kid?
01'] Onetime.but Iwas little.Iwent to Bonneville
acouple times, but it wasserious work then.There
weren‘t motorhomesinthosedays‐you hungout
inthestationwagon whenyouwent.Whenmydad
wentin1960.with Fritz [Voigt] andmymom.they
took mydad’s ‘59Pontiacstationwagon andtowed
that Challenger Ionan open trailer. Iwassniveling
theother day about not havingenough horsepower
inmypickuptruck to haulthis thing upthere.WhenI
sawa pictureof mydad inthe stationwagonwith the
Challenger I‐whichweighed almost 8,000 pounds‐I
thought. 'I betterjust shutupandstop whining.“

H im]What happenslfyoudon’tget thespon‑
sorship to finishthiscar?Areyougoingto keep
going?
01’] I'mcommitted.Thisishappening.Whateverit
takes,I'mheaddownandintoodeepnowto quit. I
don’t knowwhat I'llhavetodo‐sell myselfonthe
corner, maybe‐whatever it takes. Butnomatter
what.we’regoingto runthisyear. I'vegot enough
money rightnowIthink to finishthe car. Idon't have
enoughmoneyto get there.but Ihaveenough money
to finishthe car.But I‘mheaddownandstupid.
NobodysaidIwassmart,just determinedandpas‑
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OLDRACECARS
WeweretalkingwithDannyabout someof hisfather’s old racecars,someof whichDannystill
ownsandsomeof whichhe'sbeensellingto pay for theChallengerIIeffort,andweaskedwhat
everhappenedtoMickey'stitanium-chassisMustangFunnyCarthatwasontheMar.'71cover
of CarCraft.Hetoldus.“I don’t knowwhat happenedto it.Thereweresomanyof thosecars
that stuffdidn’t meananythingwhenyouweredonewith it in thosedays.Youracedit,then
youmovedonto thenextcarandsoldeverythingoff that car‐gauges,everythingNobody,
realizedthey'd beworth anything inthefuture.Mostof thosecarssatoutsidemydad'sshop in
LongBeachfor 30-someyears,withoutevenacoveronthem.
Ofhisdad’scars,Dannystill hasthreeIndyCarsandthreeoff-roadcars.Oneof thoseIndy‑

Carsishisfavorite.the ’64all-titaniumcarthatweighed lessthan1,000poundsandhada
full body.sort of what aLeMansprototype looksliketoday.Typicalof Mickey's relationship
withUSACat Indy,hiscarwas fardifferent (andinthiscase,potentiallymuchfaster) thanthe
competition,soUSACmadehimchangesomuchonthecarthat it wasnolongercompetitive.
Dannyalsorestoredhisdad’s '62IndyCarthatwasDanGumey’sfirst rideat thespeedway.and
thendonatedthat carto the IndianapolisMotorSpeedwayMuseum.

sionateat what Ido.The passionate part runs in the
family, Iguess.Thesmart part. [Dad]wouldhave
figuredout howto financeit andhavesomebody
elsepay for it [laughs].

HRM]Howdoesyourwifeputupwiththis
lifestyle?
DT] Prettywell. Imeanthe door‘s open every night
whenIgohomeandmyclothesaren't outonthe
lawn.It'shardfor herbecauseshe'shadto give up
everything,too.soshe‘sasaint asfar asthat goes.

HRM]What If youdon’t runthenumber?
DT] Thenyougobackuntilyou havesuccess.And
bynomeansdo Ithink this iseasy.Therehaveonly
been11people in theentireworld that havegone
over400 mph inapiston‐poweredcar. It isnoteasy.
SoI‘mnotgoingupthere thinkingwe'regoing to kick
assandtake names.I’mgoingupthere respectful
andwe'll take our place in lineanddothe bestwe
can.Weknowaerodynamically it’sgoodbecause
it ranalmost 400 mph in1968.Andmechanically.
Ithink wehaveall the rightcombos.Youlookat all
thoseguysgoing fast.Lookat SpeedDemon[with
GeorgePoteetandRonMain]. Ithink Georgehas
like35runsover400mph.AndNish,they’ve been
runningthat combination for 10years orsomething.
The problemwith Bonneville,to fall off the trailer
andgofast isalmost unheardof becauseyourwin‑
dow of opportunity isbasically twomonths,and if
youdon't get it doneyouwait ayear. AmIanticipat‑
ingdoingwell? Yes.AmIgoing to makeaclaimto
howfast we'regoing to go?No‐SOOmph isapretty
magic number,but Idon't knowif it'sachievable
with apiston-poweredcar.Therecordinmyclass
in BNIis 396mphand414mph in FIA,butGeorge is
the pinnacleat 439.soto meyougotta run1percent
over439.

HRM]What if hecomesbackandgoesfaster?
DT]Hewill, that'swhat'sgoingtomakeit bitchin'.
It'llbelikethe jet-era of the '60sandthisyearwill
bethemostcompetitiveyearfor 400‐mphpiston‑
poweredcarsever.Ithink there arepotentially eight
carsthat canbethere. It'smakingthehaironmy

34 HOTRODLOM/ZOM/AUGUST/

armsstand upagain! Oh,man.to bebesideall those
guys‐it's a humblingdeal.

HRM]Whatexperiencedo youhaveat thesalt?
DT] I'vebeengoinguptherealotof years.but Ididn't
start runninguntilIdroveDonFerguson‘slakester,
then Idrovethe [formerMickeyThompson] Pumkin
Seed.Iset recordsinthat car,whichwascool because
Idonatedthecarto JimTraversto rebuild.Ididn't have
time todoit.but Igot to driveit andgot intheTwo
Clubin it.Wesetthe recordat 253mphandit went
280mphout thebackdoor.Butto getablackhat,
whichisa400-mphhat...|'vebeenupthere10years
and Ihaven'tevengoneover300yet.SirMalcolm
Campbellwent.what.300mph in1935orsomething?
It‘snoteasy.andI'mhumbledbeforeIget there.

HRM]Didyouoryourdadeverfollowthe
jet carsof Bonneville?
DT] Ihavedrawings of ajet car that hedid. It was
typical of mydad; it hadbeenthought out. Itwasa
conceptualdrawingcalledus.I, I think.Helost inter‑
est becausethat wasduringhisIndyCardaysand
drag racing.andthat'swhenFunnyCarswerecoming
inandhewasalltied upwith Fordthen.WhenEric
Arnesonwrote that book ["MickeyThompson.The
FastLifeandTragicDeathof aRacingLegend,"avail‑
ablefromMotorbookscom].weemailedandtalked
onthe phoneabunchof times everyday. Igrew up

inthatwholeera,but it wasneverabigdeal tome.
Ididn't think anythingof it,that's just what hedid.
Thisguy'sdad‘saplumberandmydaddoesthis.
Whenwewent through everythingfor the book,I
thought, 'Thishastobebulls**t.Onepersoncan't
doall thisstuff.’ But IwasthereandIknewthat it all
happened,andI‘mlike, ‘Holyguacamolei'

HRM]Whoallworkedonthiscarwhen it
wasyourdad's?
DT]ArtChrismanhadahandin it‐hewasthe
AutoliteSparkPlugrep.And it wasawho'swhoof
fabricators:NyeFrank,TomJobe,BobSkinner,Quin
Epperly,PatFosterwasthe crewchief.Li'lJohn
Buttera,andLouieTechenoff.Mydadwent to Tom
Hannato buildabodyfor the carandHannawastoo
busydoingdragsters,somydadhiredNyeandJobe
awayfromhim.WhenIfirststartedworkingonthis
car.everytime I'dcutsomethingupI'dgo. 'I‘msorry
[wincing].‘ I'mtakingagrinder to abeautifulheliarc
weldgoing, ‘Don't strikemedead!’ Butthis isthe
coolest thing I'veeverdone. I‘m64goingon18,and
this car iskeepingmeyoung. ItookChristmasDayoff
lastyear isall. Iworksevendaysaweek.Iget hereat
7Inthemorningandusually leave7at night.This is
what Ido.It'sall Ido.

HRM]SoBonnevillewill belikeavacation?
DT] It'llbesonice.Justsittingdowninsidegetting
readyto go.Formyage, [workingthis hard] isprob‑
ably notagreat idea,butwould Ibeonthe couch? I
can't retire,s**t Ispent everything Igot here.Igotta
worktill Idieanyway,soImightaswelldosomething
that Ilove.I'mtiredandallthat and|getupat 4:30am.
andtrainbeforeIcomein,but Ican'twait toget here.

HRM]Lateat night.whennoone Isin theshop,
doyoueversit Inthecar lIkea littlekidand
makeenginenoises?
DT]Ohyeah. Iate lunchinthat carforamonth. I
hadaguycomeintothe shoponedayandIwas
sitting inthereeatingsushiwith thecanopy down.
andhewalkedrightbyme,hedidn’t seeme.Finally,
hewalkedback to thefront of thecarandwasjust
sittingthere lookingout thedoor.andIsaid.'CanI
helpyou?‘ Hejumped about 15feet andlookedall
aroundandstillcouldn't findme.So,yeah, Imake
vroomnoises!

In the ’605,Forddid
this scalemodelout of

: , woodfor wind-tunnel
bastingof Challenger II.
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